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The Chambers strongly support vigorous economic development, which creates and sustains quality jobs and supports income growth for our Commonwealth.  The Chambers recognize that Virginia currently faces enormous budgetary challenges.  In such a climate, the Chambers believe a priority must be placed upon such measures and funding priorities that will create an infrastructure that will promote long-term economic growth.  The Chambers urge the Prince William delegation to the General Assembly to take a leadership role among Northern Virginia legislators in advocating the positions that follow and developing other solutions to the challenges faced by our region.





FISCAL ACCOUNTABILITY





The Chambers believe that the Commonwealth must be fiscally accountable.  To that end, we advocate a planning and budgeting process that:


	


Predicts, tracks and analyzes the impact of proposed and existing programs, and


Allows policymakers to identify, set and measure strategic priorities and assess needs.


Ensures the Commonwealth maintains its excellent AAA bond rating currently affirmed by all three major rating agencies.





As tax reform is debated, the Chambers believe these principles should guide legislators so that a restructured Virginia tax code:





Is equitable, broad based and seeks revenue neutrality;


Fosters a favorable business climate;


Encourages economic growth;


Promotes prosperity and a strong quality of life for all Virginians; and


Includes taxes that are fewer in number and easy to administer.





Any discussions on restructuring the tax code should include:





Priorities and Needs Assessment   Set priorities and research the total needs across the state in the core areas of state government and make strategic decisions based on how close the state should be to 100 percent funding in each core area.





Imbalance between State/Localities   Help lead the discussions of shared responsibility between the state and localities in core service areas and address the issue of revenue sharing.





Unfunded Mandates   Lead the fight against new unfunded mandates on localities, and to the extent possible, eliminate existing ones.





Streamlined Sales Tax Project    Ensure that Virginia continues to be an active participant in the deliberative and decision-making process along with 42 other states in the "streamlined sales tax project."





BPOL Repeal   Wean localities from this levy that taxes gross receipts without regard to profit -- but realize that a replacement of this revenue "stream" is needed.





Accelerated Sales Tax Reporting Reversal   Eliminate the measure passed in the final days of the 2002 General Assembly session that balances the state budget by requiring businesses to estimate the sales taxes they will collect and pay those estimated sales taxes to the state before they have been collected.





Conformity Between the State and Federal Tax Code   Ensure conformity to allow consistent business planning and annual tax preparation.





Current Sales Tax Exemption for Nonprofits   Continue current policy that exempts nonprofit organizations from paying sales tax without additional burden to them.





Current Sales Tax Exemption for Services   Preserve the current sales tax exemption for services.








TRANSPORTATION





The Chambers believe an adequate transportation system is the most critical factor for the continued economic prosperity of the region and its continued contribution to the prosperity of the Commonwealth.  Today nearly 60 cents of every dollar that Northern Virginia sends to Richmond is used to meet the needs of citizens located outside Northern Virginia. Yet Northern Virginia’s transportation is in crisis.  To this end, the Chambers support: 





Equitable Highway Allocation Formula – Adjusting the highway allocation formula to reflect road usage demands and thus provide a greater portion of the state’s funding to service the heavily traveled roads of Northern Virginia.


Creative Funding Mechanisms - Including the continued use of matching funds, bonding, user fees, toll roads and public-private partnerships, including HOT lanes.


Technology – Including teleworking and such intelligent transportation systems on Virginia’s roads and highways as well-timed traffic signals and automated overhead toll collection.





The Chambers also urge the state to request Homeland Security dollars from the federal government to use in extending and widening the High Occupancy Vehicle lanes through Fredericksburg.  The ability to move into and out of Washington, D.C. and throughout the metropolitan region is a national security issue.





The Chambers continue to support these specific transportation initiatives:  





Full funding for interchanges at Route 1 and Route 234, and I-66 and Route 29.


Extending the Route 234 By-Pass from Interstate 66 to Dulles Airport (Manassas Battlefield Park/Dulles Connector), including acquiring the right-of-way for future mass transit.


Constructing the Tri-County Parkway, including acquiring the right-of-way for future mass transit.


Proceeding with the study of the Western and Eastern Transportation Corridors.


Building additional river crossings on the Potomac River.


Widening Route 28 from Manassas south to Route 29.  


Widening Interstate 66 from Manassas to Route 15.  


Conducting a study of enhanced mass transit improvements for the Interstate 66 and 95 corridors, including rail, bus (bus rapid transit) and water transportation systems.


Completing the widening of Route 234 from the City of Manassas to Montclair.


Extending VRE from Manassas to Gainesville, Haymarket and into Fauquier County.


Enhanced VRE to Woodbridge and Manassas.


Expanding the VRE parking facilities in Manassas, Manassas Park and Woodbridge.


Widening Route 123 from Fairfax to Prince William County, including the bridge over the Occoquan River.


Full funding for Route 1 construction.





EDUCATION





The Chambers recognize that high-quality public schools and higher education institutions are essential to providing an educated workforce and attracting quality businesses.  Importantly, it believes it is critical for the state to take financial responsibility for the standards it sets and mandates.  To this end, the Chambers support:





Updating the Standards of Quality (SOQs) to meet actual staffing requirements and then providing full funding.


Increased state funding to meet state-mandated Standards of Learning (SOL) requirements.


Complete and final restoration of the “Cost of Competing” salary differential for all Northern Virginia school divisions as supported by the 1996 Joint Legislative Audit and Review Committee.


Opposition to independent taxing authority for elected school boards.


Allowing local school boards to decide the annual opening date for the schools in their division.


Creating a dedicated funding source for higher education, while maintaining and, when possible, increasing state funding levels for Northern Virginia higher education institutions, particularly George Mason University and Northern Virginia Community College.


George Mason University’s request for $1 million funding for operating and maintenance funds for new construction, specifically Prince William Building 3A and retrofit for Prince William Building 1 and Innovation Hall.


George Mason University’s request for increased state funding for increased enrollment, including compensation for enrolling 3,500 more full-time students in the past two years and support for the aggressive enrollment growth planned through 2010.


Full funding of the Belmont Bay Life Science Center as part of the Virginia Science Museum.





TECHNOLOGY





The Chambers believe that it is critical that the Commonwealth continue to lead the areas of technology education, training and research and therefore support:





Continued funding to facilitate public-private partnerships among research universities, government agencies and private industry to increase Virginia’s capacity for research and development.


Measures that attract technology companies and promote the use of technology including no taxes on internet commerce, measures to encourage the establishment of high-speed connectivity, and measures to deploy wireless infrastructure.


WORKFORCE





The Chambers believe business must be the driving force for a strong workforce system that promotes economic growth.  The Chambers also believe that employment policies must support efforts to keep individuals in the workforce.  To that end, the Chambers support:





Continuing state funding of workforce services activities through the State Regional Competitiveness Program, requiring the Virginia Employment Commission to distribute a portion of current and future funds received under the Reed Act to local workforce boards to fund the One Stop System, and distributing all unobligated and unspent Workforce Investment Act state funds to high performing and spending local workforce boards as identified by Virginia Employment Commission trends analysis.


The “no fault” character of the current workers’ compensation system, opposing legislation that would weaken it, broaden the definition of injury, or require employers to pay for a physician not included on an approved panel that was chosen by an injured employee.


The Virginia “right to work” statute and current laws that prevent collective bargaining for public employees.  





QUALITY OF LIFE





The Chambers recognize that our historical sites, the arts, museums, parks, recreational opportunities, safe and scenic local and intra-county roads, beautiful communities and great schools promote economic development by attracting tourism, good companies and high-paying jobs.  To that end, the Chambers also support:





Measures that encourage construction of multi-use conference facilities offering variety of amenities  with accessibility to mass transit.


Maintenance and, where possible, enhancement of funding for historical and arts initiatives, including the Belmont Bay Sciences Museum (see Education above), the Army Museum at Fort Belvoir, the Heritage Center at Quantico, the Freedom Museum in Manassas, Ben Lomond Manor House, Brentsville Courthouse, Historic Occoquan, Weems-Botts Museum and Rippon Lodge.





MISCELLANEOUS





The Chambers oppose any new mandates that are not fully funded by the Commonwealth;


The Chambers oppose impact fees, adequate public facility ordinances or levels of service legislation.


The Chambers oppose any changes to the Dillon rule.
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The Prince William County-Greater Manassas Chamber of Commerce and the Prince William Regional Chamber of Commerce urge the Prince William delegation to the Virginia General Assembly to take a leadership role among Northern Virginia legislators in advocating these priorities and developing other solutions to the challenges our region faces.





Fiscal Accountability


The Joint Chambers support a state planning and budgeting process that identifies strategic priorities and measures their accomplishment to protect the Commonwealth’s AAA bond rating.


The Joint Chambers believe any restructured Virginia tax code must encourage economic growth while seeking revenue neutrality.





Transportation


The Joint Chambers support a more equitable highway allocation formula (thus providing a greater portion of the state’s funding to servicing the heavily traveled roads of Northern Virginia) and HOT lanes.





Education


The Joint Chambers support excellence in education and ask that the state fully fund mandates it develops to ensure such excellence.











Thank you 


for representing the Prince William region!








		





		











